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The use of medicinal and aromatic plants as traditional medicines and herbal medicines has increased tremendously with 80% of 
people worldwide utilizing plants for primary health care. The fast growing industry in traditional medicines has caused 

regulatory bodies to be concerned on the safety, quality and efficacy thus there is a need for a systematic research and development 
approaches to address the critical issues. Malaysia is also rich in biodiversity and traditional knowledge of medicinal plants usage 
for herbal medicines. However it is not fully documented. Therefore FRIM has over the years started out bioprospecting research, 
traditional knowledge documentation and working with the herbal practioners and herbal industry in producing quality herbal, 
cosmetics and personal care products. During the past decade, FRIM has developed many standardization protocols for medicinal 
and aromatic plants from upstream to downstream and identified potential medicinal plants for product development. Some of FRIM 
key research areas (traditional knowledge, conservation, post harvest technology, standardization, bioactivity, formulation and 
quality control) will be presented in this paper. 
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