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Evaluation of the Antimicrobial Effect of Expired Oral Antibiotics In-Vitro
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Introduction: In spite of significant risks and the non-clinical importance due to loss of potency, stiff penalties against administration 
of expired medications are still not appropriately enforced by health policy makers in developing countries [1]

Objective: To investigate the effect of expiration on in vitro potency of oral antibiotic 

Methodology: Azithromycin, Clarithromycin, levofloxacin, cloxacillin, Tetracycline, Doxycycline; both control [un expired] and 
investigated [expired] antibiotic were compered based on the antimicrobial potentials by challenging local isolates of different 
concentration of S.aureus using agar diffusion technique 

Results: All Azithromycin, Clarithomycin, Levofloxacin and Cloxacillin showed significant difference (P- values: 0.005, 0.000, 
0.000 and 0.001 respectively). The Difference in means of zone inhibition were 4.3mm, 7.3 mm, 8.3mm and 5.29mm respectively, 
which is still within the accepted efficacy range
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