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Individual patient differences in drug responsiveness are well recognized by health care professionals. Understanding the basis for 
these differences is of major clinical and economic importance because of the high frequency of both therapeutic failure and 

adverse reactions to drugs. Patients may receive inadequate or suboptimal benefit and/ or suffer adverse effects from drug treatment. 
In this presentation, we highlight pharmacogenetic/pharmacogenomic principles and provide illustrative examples where these 
principles can be applied to optimize therapeutic benefit and minimize adverse effects. 
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