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Abstract

That the law and medicine be it revolving around the observation and care of
patients to the administration of health care institutions are inextricably linked has
become a truism. This has become an operational reality whether the care of patients in
the past has been characterized by religious orders of by governmental mandate. Thus,
the manifest functions have taken on a rather sterile unemotional dimension and
explanation.
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Introduction

This opinion piece however will delve into the motivation, latent functions and to an
extent the psychoanalytic dimensions of the interplay between the legal profession, the
patient, and the medical care provider. We are all familiar with the empirical reality of
lawyers eschewing family law in familial custody battles and in the overall care provided
to patients. The commonly heard refrain from lawyers is that the clients are too emotional
and that the process of engagement is fraught with irrational and subjective elements
which depict the plaintiffs in an unfavourable ego dystonic manner.

The result is that impressionable young lawyers steer clear of and shun “family law".

The author wishes to hypothesize a dimension, which does require further research,
that this rationale is an ego alien defensive mechanism which in effect denies empirical
conscious, preconscious, and unconscious phenomenon.

It is hypothesized that this avoidance is related to the psychic displacement of
anxiety and indeed anger which the lawyer himself/herself has dealt with or is dealing
with? This can be seen in custody battles in divorce cases and the corresponding
unconscious oedipal issues which these feelings bring up in the “legal agent”. A few
case records in law school will bring these issues up to the unsuspecting law student. Is
it no wonder that they avoid FAMILY LAW.

Correspondingly in Emergency medical situations and in the occurrence of patient
admissions all the medical care givers be they orderlies nurses and physicians despite
their attestations to the contrary that they are always engaged in objectivity and that is
the “name of the game” are really unaware of conscious, preconscious and unconscious
phenomenon engaged in an interplay of complex dimensions in the whole panoply of
patient care, observation and treatment.

This author reiterates that further research and blanket awareness is a deficiency
currently and requires yeoman investigation so that objectivity in the service of patient
care is delivered.
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