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Appreciation for the role of microbes in our lives has been growing rapidly, but the measurement science needed to understand 
and fully exploit microbial systems has developed at a much slower pace than the industries dependent on them demand. NIST 

is developing standards for microbiome measurements that will enable federal, academic, and industry labs to reliably reproduce 
and advance each other’s results. Microbiome standards will support research investigations and commercial translation of 
microbiome science by providing measurement assurance tools: standardized protocols, reference materials, validated measurements 
and critically evaluated reference data.
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