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The advents of targetable nucleases and the amalgamation of a number of scientific disciplines, have enabled the development of 
a set of approaches and technologies that enable scientists to alter an organism’s genome with greater accuracy and celerity. 

When applied to agriculture, these have resulted in new plant breeding technologies (NBTs) that provide technical and economic 
advantages over conventional breeding. Akin to the historical debate around genetically modified organisms (GMOs), the discussions 
about precision breeding are much more socio-political than scientific. This paper shows that such debate is both risk and non-risk 
motivated. It reports survey results and an analysis of expert’s opinions of potential risk issues related to the use of gene edited crops 
in food and feed production. We also we examine the role that framing plays in decision making about the adoption of 
biotechnological innovation. A risk preferences test indicated no framing effects among experts regardless of their expertise and 
region of residence. 
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