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The refining industry plays a very important role in the national economy. This sector is confronted with numerous technical 
constraints that directly and indirectly influence the reliability of equipment, the quality of production and consequently its 

turnover. Among these problems are pressure drops, fouling, high-temperature corrosion by sulphur compounds and coke deposition. 
Our work aims to study the phenomenon of coke deposition in the distillation columns by two diagnostic techniques namely gamma-
ray scanning and radiotracers. According to the results, it was concluded that the radiotracer method may be a good approach for 
detecting the presence of coke in packing in distillation columns.
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